Resource
Review

By Jacqueline Collins Prester

Wakelet

E

ducators are known to collect
a multitude of valuable digital
resources such as websites, videos, images,
and documents. Organizing these
resources proves to be an overwhelming
task. Wakelet is a free digital tool1 that
makes easy work out of curating and
sharing collections of multi-media
resources with various audiences.

Organization

Wakelet’s backbone is the “collection.”
A collection is a curated and titled group
of resources (see Figure 1). Resources

may include any combination of URLs,
text blocks, YouTube videos, Tweets,
bookmarks, images, PDF files, Google
Drive documents, OneDrive documents,
or FlipGrid videos. Collections may
be set to private, unlisted, or public.
Collections may then be shared via
unique link or QR code generated by
Wakelet. Additional individuals can be
invited to contribute to a collection, thus
making it a collaborative effort. Settings
within each collection also allow other
users to copy a collection, if desired.

Wakelet collections offer multiple display
options for the curated resources:
■ Media View: display visual,
interactive content within a
collection
■ Compact View: display a collection
as tiles and descriptions
■ Grid View: items are displayed side
by side in a grid
■ Mood Board: display content in a
visual and engaging “board” view

FIGURE 1: Wakelet Collection – Quote Images in a Mood Board
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Educational Relevance

As I explored the various uses of Wakelet
collections, three really stood out to me:
1. Resource curation: I use Wakelet
to curate my own materials for the
courses I teach. I have collections
for each class and for larger topic
areas. When I save a video or website
that I might use in the future, I’m
quickly able to find it again due to
the visually pleasing displays of my
collections.
2. Lesson planning: Wakelet
collections help me organize
materials for lessons. I give students
the link to a Wakelet collection
FIGURE 2: Wakelet Collection –
Quote Images in a Mood Board

that contains myriad resources on
the subject they are learning (see
Figure 2). The software allows me
to periodically modify the order of
materials within the collection or even
update the materials in the collection
without updating the shared link
provided to my students. I find using a
Wakelet collection easier than deleting
and re-adding linked materials within
my Learning Management System’s
assignments.
3. Twitter chat: As the Social Media
Coordinator for the NBEA, I wanted
to capture the monthly #busedu
Twitter chats to share with our

FIGURE 3: Wakelet Collection –
NBEA Twitter Chat

members (see Figure 3). Other tools
that provided this service in the past
were no longer available. Wakelet
collections make it easy to capture
multiple tweets in a single search,
allowing for a Twitter chat to be saved
for posterity. The #busedu Twitter
chats may be found on the NBEA’s
public Wakelet account: wakelet.
com/@NBEA.

Thumbs Up

Wakelet has proven to be a flexible tool
serving many purposes. Accounts are free
and have a very small learning curve. You
can sign up now to start curating your
first collection at wakelet.com. n
Note
1

There are no fees or premium account options.
Wakelet is approved for use by my district
through the Student Data Privacy Consortium
(sdpc.a4l.org). It adheres to federal student
data privacy laws in addition to Massachusetts
laws.
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